BY DELAY—PROTEST

That methods gimilar to the “jack
pot” of other years were used at
Springfield to defeat the 54-hour bill
was the story tokl by Miss Agnes Nes-
tor yesterday afternoon at the Gar-
rick Theater at & protest menting
heid under the auspices of the Wo-
men's Trade Union League.

The theater was packed (o the
gallery and the audience faced huge
streamers on which were printed io
bold type the names of the men
who voted for and against the
shorter-hour law,

After stating that the trade union
women hnve hnd sbsolotely no legis-
iation this session, Miss Nestor said
the &4-hour bill bad been killed
through delay.

“I'ie employers iosisted wupon
hearing after hearing,” she declared,
“and after each hearing they always
suggesied another one because some
member of some particular trade or
association bad not been able to at-
tend the last hearing.

“Senator Wange insisted that they
bsve & hearing in Chicago so that the
merchants in his district might have
an opportunity to sttend and not
lose time by going to Springfield,
where we had to go. The bill which
was introduced on the 27th of Febru-
ary had, by thia time, gone to & sub-
committee, nnd this was the latter
part of May.

“Senator Denvir, who.wag oppos-
ad to the bill, saw to it that he was
made chairman of the sub-commit-
tee and presided, and at the mestings
in Chicago he kept wondering
whether the bill wasn't aimed to put
the small merchants out of business,
and wasn'l there some influence back
of it other (han the girls, trying to
make if appear that the State sirest
stores ware back of it

“Thege remarks of Senator Denvies
ware read into the record. He also
told the merchants and other em-
ployers "that there wasn't anybody
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who wanted this bill for shorter hours
except the labor organizations, and
that they had always bropght suffi-
cient force to compel the legislators
o pass such legislation In the past,
buat that he was sure this year we
would not get any legisiation becausa
the employers had put up such a

1.

“Mr. Taylor, attorney for the em-
ployers' nssociation, asked for a post-
ponement of the hearing in the sen-
ate und snid the employers were op-
posed to any progress in this legisln-
tion. He made the same statément
before the labor commitiee in the
senate when the minimum smeé bill
wus up for considerstion. He de-
ciared that the employers  did not
want any interference by the state
in the operation of their business,
that the employvers wanted jegislative
pesce.

“The canners’ hill, permitting wo-
men employes of canning factories
to work unlimited hours, wns intro-
duced on the fth of May, reported
out of committes and wns up for the
third reading in senate by the 3d of
June. That biil passed the senats
and the house at 3:30 in the moming,
at a time when the members intend-
ing to oppose it were not in their
seats. Governor Dunne bas since
vetoed the biil

“Andrews of Roclkford voted for
the eanners’ bill, againzt the S4-hour
bill and against the minimum wage.

“Bailey of Danvilla voted consist-
ently against it.

“Beall promised us support and
then became absent-minded svery
time the bill came wup and either
voted against or not at gl

“Rep. Brady voted against it, and
Broderiok of Chicago, Clark of South
Chicago and Denvir of Chicago, We
Inst saw Denvir at-4 o'clock In the
morning leaving the state house after
the canning bill passed. ITe was in
conference with the employers and




